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Editor’s comments

Greetings from your
new President

Walter B. Rudolph welcomes Terry L. Williams as the new JBS-USA President, Washington, DC,
November 21st, 2015

Terry L. Williams, JBS-USA President

his Journal is the culmination of my
two terms as President of JBS-USA.
While I’m only beginning to become
acquainted with you, I’m grateful for the
chance and rewards of working with a dedicated Board of Directors, and immersing
myself in the chronicle of Jussi Björling.
For me, the highlight of the past JBS
year was the Salt Lake City Conference. But
much has happened since then, so highlights of this edition include:
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• Presentations from the June Salt Lake City
Conference.
• One of our most dedicated and generous
members, Enrique Gilardoni, who
recently celebrated his 80th birthday.
• Introducing the new President of JBSUSA, Terry L. Williams from Kansas
City, MO, elected at the November Board
Meeting in Washington, D.C.
• The passing of three formidable Jussiphiles, Don Quinn, Lars Hemmingsson
and Robert Tuggle.
• The discovery and CD release of the 1959
Copenhagen Recital by Jussi Björling.

But there is far more inside, including
additional submissions by Göran Forsling,
Harald Henrysson, and Tom Hines.
Mark Harris (Chantilly, Virginia)
became the newest member of the Board
of Directors at the Annual Meeting in
November. An avid Jussiphile, I knew Mark
during his college years—he brings gusto
and passion deluxe!
The legacy of the man and artist Jussi
Björling continues to bewitch us, and all
who cross his path. May we rise above our
own infatuations and make it a priority to
pass on that which he left us, but also what
he is no longer able to personally prolong.
Thank you for the generosity, confidence and support you have so liberally
given over the past four years, and those
previous years, which are now adding up to
nearly 20 years since JBS-USA was founded.
Let us look to that anniversary to continue
the Jussi Björling Celebration that defines
The Jussi Björling Society-USA.
—Walter B. Rudolph
PS: In July and November we will recognize
80th birthdays of two more Jussiphiles.

I

wish you a very happy, healthy, and
prosperous New Year! By the time you
read this we will be nearly two months
into 2016.
In the July 2015 Newsletter you learned
how I came to be a part of the Jussi Björling
Society - USA. When I joined in 2001, Dan
Shea was president. I attended my very first
Conference in St. Peter, Minnesota, where
at the conclusion as I was about to head
home, I asked Dan and Mickey Dove to let
me know if there were some way I could be
of service to the Society. The next thing I
know, I am being asked to serve as General
Counsel. I accepted without hesitation.
Dan was succeeded as president by Susan Flaster and then Walter Rudolph. Now
in 2016, I become the fourth president of
the Society. Dan and Sue and Wally served
with distinction, their unique styles and
skills considerably benefitting the Society
and its members. Under their leadership,
we enjoyed many successful conferences
both in the United States and Sweden; quite
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